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‘ellow-member of C.MS., 

Times for Saturday, Novem- 
10, 1956, the day on which this 
mber of the NeEws-LETTER was 
. prepared, carried a_ headline 
. Nehru’s Suez attitude”. Below 
1 report of extracts from his address 
day before to the All-India Congress 
ymmittee. The report included the 


e believed the cause of peace would be 
er served by remaining in the Common- 
alth for the moment, but that did not 
an that the Commonwealth connection 
not be severed.” 

For those of us who share Mr. Nehru’s 
Onviction that “ the Commonwealth has 
touch of healing in it”; who believe 
hat this political association of indepen- 
mt nations of such diversity has a huge 
ontribution to make towards a new and 
etter ordering of the world community ; 
must have read those words as 
gst the most cheering as well as the 
obering of any we have found in 
nation’s press since the Suez Canal 
risis first developed at the end of July. 
Surely it is of the utmost importance 
t we should understand something of 
character and motives of this man 
io not only represents the people of 
dia to-day in a degree scarcely less 
aique than once did Mahatma Gandhi, 
ut who also is one of the very few out- 
ng statesmen of our time. 


’S REPRESENTATIVE MAN 


The Editor of the Times of India, 
- Frank Moraes, has placed every 
atful person in his debt by his 
ly portrayal of India’s leader in 
cently published book Jawaharlal 
a biography. Again and again 
is book the author gives us a 
(ct paragraph which summarizes 
spect or another of Pandit Nehru’s 
ificance for India and the world. One 
icularly relevant passage reads: 
ehru would agree with Gandhi that 
idence is an ideal first to be won and 
n for the higher ideal of co- 
tion and brotherhood. This is evident 
3 political and economic thinking. It 
sd his decision to keep India within 
ymmonwealth and it emerges clearly 
debated foreign policy. On 
plane it expresses itself? in his 
o make a welfare state of India.” 
2 as anything else in this 
atribution to understanding 
ear evidence it presents of the 
th which Pandit Nehru has 
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pursued his main objectives for more 
than thirty years. This fact and the 
further evidence the author presents of 
the significant contributions made by 
India’s leader towards stabilizing our 
world situation in the last ten years is 
material we all ought to possess. Readers 
in Britain and America are, alas, unlikely 
to find much reference to these matters 
in their own press, 


On one very important matter let the 
Prime Minister of India speak for him- 
self to us of the West. These words 
come from his address to the U.N. 
General Assembly at Paris in November, 
1948. I doubt if he would want to 
change a syllable in January, 1957: 


“May I say, as a representative from 
Asia, that we honour Europe for its culture 
and for the great advance in human civiliza- 
tion which it represents? May I say that 
we are equally interested in the solution of 
European problems ; but may I also say that 
the world is something bigger than Europe, 
and you will not solve your ieee by 
thinking that the problems of the world are 
mainly European problems? There are 
vast tracts of the world which may not in 
the past, for a few generations, have taken 
much part in world affairs. But they are 
awake; their people are moving and have 
no intention whatever of being ignored or 
of being passed by. It is a simple fact that 
I think we have to remember, because unless 
you have the full picture of the world 
before you, you will not even understand 
the problem, and if you isolate any single 
problem in the world from the rest, you 
do not understand the problem. To-day I 
do venture to submit that Asia counts in 
world affairs. To-morrow it will count 
much more than to-day.” 

Can we hear those words? Can we 
take them in and make them a part of 
our thinking? Can we allow them to 
change our attitudes and so gradually in- 
fluence public opinion? Incidentally 
those words of Pandit Nehru faithfully 
indicate what is the essential direction 


to be followed by the programme of 
every responsible Christian Missionary 
Society of the West to-day as regards the 
education of its own members and sup- 
porting constituency. 


In this issue of the NEws-LETTER I am 
concerned to bring before you three 
important facets of the Indian scene to- 
day as it touches the Christian Mission. 
In the September issue (No. 186) the 
focus was South India. In this number 
the focus is North India. I have begun 
by drawing your attention to a book about 
Pandit Nehru because he is the decisive 
factor in India to-day. 


INDIA’S UNREPRESENTATIVE 
COMMUNALISTS 

In recent months the press has carried 
reports of a violent denunciation of 
Christian missionary activities in India, 
more particularly in Madhya Pradesh 
(formerly the Central. Provinces). It is 
not without significance that again and 
again the Prime Minister of India has 
gone on record as being determined to 
uphold the principles of religious liberty, 
and as respecting the contribution made 
to India by responsible missionaries from 
overseas. Meanwhile there is now avail- 
able in England the Report of a Com- 
mittee of Enquiry into Christian Mission- 
ary activities in Madhya Pradesh, It is a 
document which at least the Officers and 
Committee members of all foreign Mission 
Boards and Societies ought to read. 


I will briefly summarize the seven 
points which, for me, emerged from a 
careful reading of this Report— 


(1). The fantastic misunderstanding by 
the authors of many common terms used by 
Christians in describing the Christian Mission 
in the world. Nevertheless we may learn 
from this how hard it is to communicate the 
truth as we see it. (2). The acute sensitive- 
ness of Indians to any activity which 
threatens to divide Indians into “ separate” 
communities—the nervousness of the majority 
community about the minority communities. 


This must be sympathetically understood. 


(3). The suspicion that Western imperial- 
ism may yet infiltrate India by a back door 
through missionary work amongst the 
tribal and other “ backward” communities. 
(4). The danger to which the Church in India 
remains exposed as long as it remains, to so 
large an extent, dependent on financial aid in 
any form from ‘abroad. The most appropriate 
manner under which “ partnership ” between 
the Christians of India and the Christians of 
the West can find expression has still to be 
discovered. (5). The extent to which the 

foreign missionary still exercises decisive 
authority in many parts of India is a deadly 
peril to the Church in India. med Wi 
difficulty of defining the difference between 
legitimate influence and improper pressure 
in regard to educational and medical work 
as integral elements in the witness of Christ- 
ians to the love of God. (7). The necessity 


stand that, much more than the interests ° 


that ‘Christians, Indians and others, shou 
not fool themselves that their efforts to wi 
Indians to discipleship of Jesus Christ will 
if successful, be anything but unpopular 
We have no warrant in Scripture tha 
obedience to the command to “mak 
Christians of all nations” (St. Matt. 28.15 
A.V. margin) can be separated from obedi 
ence to the command to “take up 
Cross” (St. Matt. 16.24). 


The Christians of India are the bes 
qualified to answer the charges agains 
the foreign missionaries, charges whick 
merge indeed into attacks against them 
selves. Once again we turn with grati 
tude to the members of the Committee 
for Literature on Social Concerns which 
from its centre at Bangalore, continue: 
to make so vital a contribution te 
Christian witness in India. Their LETTer 
No. 5 for September 1, 1956, contains ¢ 
careful analysis of this Report. I quote 
a number of passages which betwee 
them illustrate both a Christian and ar 
Indian response to the Enquiry. 


“A reading of the Report is good for the 
Christian’s soul. It will at least humble him 
to see how some of their fellow-citizens se¢ 
the Christian community and its humanitar 
ian and evangelistic endeavours. No doub 
it is necessary to fight against the perverse 
assumptions, the twisting of facts and the 
dangerous recommendations of the Report 
But it is not necessary in doing so to defend 
all activities of the Christian Churches and 
Missions in India in the past. The onesided: 
ness of the Report need not be met by the 
onesidedness of the reaction. Christians 
should show a devotion to truth and 2 
humility to accept blame for failures in the 
past even while defending their past agains 
the wild unproved assumptions and 
generalisations of the Report and agains 
infringements of the fundamental humar 
right to practise and propagate thei 
religion . . 


In andes on the recommenda 
tions of thé Report the members of the 
C. LS:C ‘say’: 

.they are such that, if implemented 
fe make the State the final arbiter of bc 
religious, cultural and social life of : 
citizens of India and would start the p 
cess of totalitarian regimentation. Christ 
ians can very well comfort themselves the 
there are national leaders who can seé 
clearly this thin end of the wedge and under 


a particular community, the issue is p 
marily that of human rights and the demo 
cratic character of the national State.” 


The same LETTER contains the following 
magnificent statement which applies 
everywhere and not only in India: ~ 


om the irene it means ae: 
duty to remind the nation that it is respon 
sible to the eternal moral law and is : 

to serve universal human valuesnlike 


ith and justice, and also to help the 
© realize its membership i in the world 
nity. But since the nation itself 
s to serve such inclusive human values 
ot for national self-aggrandisement, 
he Church, in reminding it of the 
ini versal values and of the universal 
ciety beyond the nation, is only making 
contribution, small or great, to_ the 


be critical of tendencies towards im- 
erialism or exclusiveness on the part of the 
lation. It may even come into conflict with 
nation if it rejects its responsibilities to 
he higher values of truth and justice. ‘My 
jountry, right or wrong’ should not be the 
notto of the Christian and for that matter 
9f anyone else. But this higher loyalty is 
10 disservice to the nation—on the contrary 
| is the greatest service any religion should 
ender to the nation, to help fulfil the 
nation’s destiny.” 
One more quotation will serve to point 
yne of the great dangers to India within 
India itself: 
“Tt must be remembered that there is in 
ndia an ideology of irresponsible Hindu 
ionalism which could not suffer the 
Ity of Gandhiji to supranational 
onalism and sought his end. It is the 
ideology that is to-day attacking the 
supranationalism of the Church.” 


a There is another Indian answer to the 
Report of the Enquiry Committee, the 
eading of which can hardly fail to 
be an enjoyment to everyone. This is 
the autobiography of Premanand Anath 
Nath Sen. This simply and movingly 
recorded life-story of a one-time Hindu 
of high caste who became a Christian 
and who has given his life to minister 
E © the poor, the leprous and the afflicted, 
,a lovely witness to the power of Jesus 
Christ and an illustration of how to serve 
Him in India. . 
TOWARDS CHURCH UNION IN 
NORTH INDIA 
In the India of Nehru, the India of the 
peauiry into Christian Missionary activi- 
, the India of Premanand, a divided 
Church has a pathetically weakened 
estimony to offer, and contribution to 
ne It is in the context of this India 
lat Christians should be thinking about 
he proposals now under discussion for 
a further step towards Christian Unity. 


_ Much work has been done on the plans 
or Church Union in North India and 
~akistan. A third edition of the Plan is 
© be produced next year: the second 
dition is out of print already but a copy 
nay be studied in the C.M.S. Library. 
fhe negotiating Committee contains re- 

entatives of the Anglican Province 
ia, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon; 
associated with the Baptist 
Society in India and Pakistan, 
e ‘Methodist Church (British and 


Australasian Conferences), the Methodist 
Church in Southern Asia; and the 
United Church of Northern India. It 


_ will be seen that this plan of Union in-| 


cludes those same Churches which united 


_ to form the Church of South India, but 


in addition, in North India, the Baptists 
are one of the negotiating bodies, and 
Churches whose main foreign links 
hitherto have been with the U.S.A. are 
also taking part. 


There is no space here for a detailed con- 
sideration of this plan. In some significant 
points, in particular the unification of the 
ministry, it follows a quite different pro- 
cedure from that of South India. But as in 
South India, so in North India it is frankly 
stated that after Union the United Church 
will insist on maintaining unbroken its 
links with its several “ parent” Churches. 
The argument against that course was care- 
fully stated in the 1950 Report of the Joint 
Committees of the Convocations of Canter- 
bury and York in regard to the Church of 
South India (see p. 16). The argument in 
favour of a concordat on this difficult point 
was no less cogently argued in the Report 
of a Committee of Theologians appointed 
by the Archbishop of Canterbury to com- 
ment on the not dissimilar proposals em- 
bodied in the Scheme of Church Union in 
Ceylon, where negotiations for Church 
Union are also in progress. This Report 
was published in 1951 and the relevant 
passage is to be found on pages 8 and 9. 


Meanwhile we are called to pray for 
all involved in the negotiations. As an 
aid to our prayers, and as holding before 
us the vision of a great ideal, we may 
well consider the wording of the Declara- 
tion to be read at the Initial Unification 
of the Ministry, according to the plan 
for North India, a wording to be found 
in a pamphlet which records the Amend- 
ments to the Plan of Church Union in 
North India and Pakistan (August, 1955): 


“In the conviction that God wills one 
Communion and Fellowship of all who 
believe in His Son Jesus Christ as Lord and 
Saviour, I, believing myself to have been 
duly and lawfully ordained to the Ministry 
of the Word and Sacraments in the Church 
of God, within the...Church, am humbly 
prepared to commit myself to God and, 
through the laying-on of hands with prayer, 
to receive from Him for myself and to be 
used by Him in giving to others such further 
grace, commission and authority, as it may 
be His will to bestow upon me for my 
ministry in the Church of God within the 
United Church.” 


Those words do not represent compromise 
but comprehension. Let us pray for all 
who, in India, Pakistan, Burma and Ceylon, 
will have the responsibility to decide on this 
issue, and for all who elsewhere will be 
called upon to approve the decision once 
taken. The proposals for Union both in 
North India and Ceylon will, as far as 

Anglicans are concerned, be coming before 
the Lambeth Conference for their counsel 
and advice in 1958. 


A NEGLECTED CRISIS 


Under the title Hinduism and Christian- 
ity—a neglected crisis the William Ainslie 
Memorial Lecture for 1956 by Dr. Charles 
Raven has just been published. He appeals 
there for the maintenance of the bridge 
between India and Britain which is repre- 
sented by the close cultural bonds which 
have united our peoples in the past. He 
pleads that some of our ablest and most 
highly gifted young men and women will go 
out to India in the next few years to help 
“ maintain the bridge”. It is not numbers 
that matter, but quality. Here is one of 
those points in history where once again so 
much might be owed by so many to a few. 
Get a copy of this Lecture. Every page in 
it is relevant to this NEWS-LETTER. ~ 


Let me close with two quotations from 
a letter from one of our missionaries in 
' Uttar Pradesh: ’ 
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“We feel that we have reached a stage 
when we either go forward keeping step with. 
the changing times or we become a back) 


God grant it, for us all: 

“We as Christians should endeavour in 
these days to understand better the meaning 
of sacrifice which is our heritage, for it is 
this more than anything else which appeals 
to the Indian mind and heart.” 


Your sincere friend, 


OAs 
General Secretary 
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